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FOR D ,  Fre deric k  
 

Pr i vate, DM 2/ 155678,  
Ro yal  Ar m y Ser vi ce Cor ps  
Pl ace of Bir th: Haver hi l l  
Date of Death:  Sunda y,  2nd Febr uary 1919  
Di ed fr om I nfl uenza  
Cemeter y: Ha ver h i ll  
Theatr e of War : France  & Fl ander s   
Age d 29  year s   
 
Fre der ick  Ford  was the fifth of six children of Frederick and Elizabeth Ford, nee 
Challis, and was born in Haverhill in 1889 with older sisters Emily, Beatrice and 
Bertha and a brother Harry. The family was then living at 11 Peas Hill Slade, next to 
St Mary’s Church where the Frederick and Elizabeth were married in 1882. 
 
Both his grandfather, who came from Sturmer, and his father had been agricultural 
labourers, but by 1891 his father had become a domestic gardener.  
 
By 1901 the family had moved to 28 Burton End. Frederick’s mother Elizabeth was 

working as a tailor’s machinist, 
presumably at Chauntry Mill. His sister 
Emily worked as a trousers machinist and 
Bertha had found employment as a 
domestic nurse. Brother Harry was 
working as a baker’s assistant. A younger 
brother Thomas had made the family 
complete.  
 
By 1911, Frederick senior was described 
as a head gardener and Frederick junior, 
then 21, as an under gardener.  Home for 
the family was now 28 Vine Cottages. 
 
Both were employed by the Gurteen 
family at their home, The Mount, in 
Haverhill and are pictured mowing the 
lawn, Frederick pulling and his father with 

Grace Gurteen walking alongside. Fredericks mother, Elizabeth was now working as 
an overlooker in Chauntry Mill. Sisters Emily and Bertha were sewing machinists 
while brother Harry was now a foreman for the baker/confectioner he worked for. 
Younger brother Thomas had by now left school and was working as a shorthand 
clerk.  
 
On 8th February 1916, Frederick, aged 26 years and two months, being five feet six 
in height and weighing nine stone with a chest measurement of 34 inches, enlisted at 
Grove Park.  He was to serve as Private No. DM2/155678, a motor driver in the 
Army Service Corps.  Little over one month later, on 18th March, he crossed the 
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Channel from Folkestone to Boulogne on the Invicta and was posted to the 651 
Mechanised Transport Company of the ASC, attached to the 87 Siege Battery of the  

Royal Garrison Artillery.  For 
the next three years his duty 
would be to drive the 
motorised transport, hauling 
the heavy guns and howitzers 
of the RGA, with their 
equipment and ammunition.  
This would have been 
dangerous work as the siege 
batteries of the RGA were 
frequently targeted by enemy 
artillery.  He served at 
different times with several 
other Mechanised Transport 
Companies, interspersed with 
short periods of leave.   

Photo courtesy IWM (Q 72840) Equipment for 9.2 inch howitzers of the RGA being drawn by a Holt 
57 hp caterpillar tractor operated by troops of the Army Service Corps. The equipment was drawn on 
three trailers. The leading trailer carried the gun barrel, the middle one the platform and the last one 
the carriage. The scene is in France and probably shows a battery being moved from its position. 

 
On 18th April 1918, having completed two years-unblemished service, he was 
awarded a Good Conduct Badge, an inverted stripe worn above the left cuff.  
 
Still a soldier at the beginning of 1919, and now attached to the 239 Siege Battery, 
Frederick came home to Haverhill on 14 days leave.  Here he came down with 
influenza, though whether he caught it in Haverhill or before he left France, is 
unclear.  The disease had taken several lives in the area in the past three months, 
but in January it had been deemed safe to reopen the Council School, closed since 
the previous October.  It seemed the worst of the outbreak was over. 

 
Nevertheless, at about two o’clock in the 
morning of Sunday 2nd February, Frederick 
died aged 29 at the family home, 28 Vine 
Cottages.  His father, who had already lost 
one son, Harry, the previous year, wrote the 
next day to inform his son’s Commanding 
Officer. 
 
The tragic irony of Frederick’s death, at 
home after the cessation of hostilities, and 
following months of active service in harm’s 
way, makes it all the more poignant.  
 
Left: Frederick’s grave in Haverhill Cemetery 
 

Frederick is also remembered on the 
memorial plaque in the Old Independent 
Church. 
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Frederick’s older brother Harry was killed in action, aged 32, on 22nd March 1918 
and was buried in Beaumetz-les-Cambrai Military Cemetery. 


